
Corporation of the Town of Renfrew 
By-Law Number 2026-01 

Being a by-law to regulate the erection and maintenance of fences, including the 
fencing of privately owned swimming pools. 

Whereas the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, as amended, authorizes municipalities 
to pass by-laws respecting the health, safety, and well-being of persons, including the 
regulation of fences; and 

Whereas Section 11 (3) paragraph 7 of the Municipal Act, 2001 provides that a lower-tier 
municipality may pass by-laws subject to the rules set out in subsection (4), respecting 
matters within the following spheres of jurisdiction: structures, including fences and signs; 
and 

Whereas Subsection 425(1) of the Municipal Act, 2001 provides that a municipality may 
pass by-laws providing that a person who contravenes a by-law of the municipality 
passed under the Municipal Act, 2001 is guilty of an offence; and 

Whereas Subsection 429(1) of the Municipal Act, 2001 provides that a municipality may 
establish a system of fines for offences under a by-law of the municipality passed under 
the Municipal Act, 2001; and 

Whereas Renfrew Town Council deems it necessary and in the public interest to 
establish uniform standards for fences and pool enclosures within the Town of 
Renfrew. 

Now therefore the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Renfrew enacts as 
follows: 

1.0 Short Title: 

1.1 This by-law may be referred to as the "Fence By-Law". 

2.0 Definitions: 

For the purpose of this by-law, the following terms shall have the meanings 
indicated: 

2.1 "By-law Enforcement Officer" means a person appointed by the Town of 
Renfrew and who is responsible for the enforcement of municipal by-laws. 

2.2 "Chief Building Official" means the person appointed by the Town of 
Renfrew to such a position pursuant to the Building Code Act. 

2.3 "Dwelling" means a building or part of a building used or intended to be used 
for human habitation and in which all normal domestic functions may be 
carried on. 

2.4 "Fence" means any barrier, wall or similar structure, including gates, 
constructed of chain link, wood, stone, metal, brick or other similar materials 
or combinations of such materials which is erected for the purpose of retaining 
or enclosing a property or delineating property lines, but does not include a 
hedge or any other vegetation creating a barrier formed by bushes or small 
trees growing close together. For greater certainty, a fence-type structure that 
does not, in the opinion of the By-law Enforcement Officer, delineate or 
purport to enclose or delineate a property, is not a fence for the purposes of 
this by-law, and shall be treated as an accessory structure under the 
applicable zoning by-law. 

2.5 "Gate" means any swinging or sliding barrier used to fill or close an access 
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